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|[DISCOURSE 


On 2 Cor. III. 6. 


Who alſo hath made us Able Miniſters of 
. the New Teſtament , not of the Letter, 
bat of the Spirit :- For the Letter kil- 
leth, but the Spirit giveth Life. 


BT 


Samuel Tomlyns, M. A. Miniſter 
of the Goſpel in Marleborough. 
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Tam now drawing towards the Confines of Time, an 


THR 


DEDICATION, 


T 0 my Well-beloved F riends in Chriſt, Mr. 
' Stephen Lock, "Mr. 'W illiam Smith, Mr. 
ar, and other Chriſtiari Friends/living in 
fa Grace, MST. and Peace. be. mul-' 
oy” 


T is near T hirty year's ago that 1 was firſt Ac- 
.. quainted with ſome of you, and Maia? amon 
you, Preaching the Goſpel. of the Kingdom of Go 


the Borders. of Eternity.: . I was therefore willing " 
Dedicate this Diſcourſe of Chriſt's Teſtament-to you, as. 


" a Grateful cknowledgment of your Kindneſs to me , 
| @d as a Token and Pleage of, that Real Love that I 
' bare towards you: The Teſtament of Cbriſt is the moſt 


Noble, and Sweet Subjef# that your Minds can be Con- 


| Gooſen: about , and your Aﬀettions feed on that which 
_ was contrived from Eternity, may well be Matter of 
. Contemplation i in time, and of Admiration to Eternity. 
This Teſtament was drawn im the Mind, and Counſel 
| o God-before the Foundations, of the World, and" hath 


en_/ance Written in the Blood, and eſtabliſhed by the 


' [ Death of the Son of God + Tre it there are the moſt pre- 
Ws ang ineſtimable Lgacies Bequeathed. God Zrves. 
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himſelf 
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himſelf as a Husband, and the Spirit 1s given as a San- 
Gifter and Comforter ; and Chriſtians are cauſed to in- 
herit the Church, and Heaven, that once were deſolate 
Hleritaves, as to them, though the Teftator be alive a- 
gain, yet. this doth n0t; leſſkn our Porrion, of wotſt our 
Effate, a."4. S, as the Death"of Chriſt doth Purchaſe, 
fo the Life of Chriſt is powerful to conveigh, and beſton 


bis Legticies. 3 Chriſt bath paſſed throug the moſt-hatf 
and difficut gore of; his Work, Rom. 5. 10..ht died to, 
t be Pfr ray ſave us: and. may ſit 


YECONCHE-MS, M1 | PP | 
in Heaven and Enrich us, and. perfet whatever con- 
cerns our Happineſs. Conſider theſe following pati- 
culars, in Relation to tle Teſtament of Chriſt. _ 
1. The Wiſdom of God ſhines in this, that ſuch a 
way ſhould be found out to ſet God's Houſe in Order, 
aud to diſpoſe of the moſt Rich, and Great Eſtate; i 


mays of Communicating Good to the Creature  ſeemedy 


tabe [hut up, and obſtruffed by, the Guilt of Sin. God's 
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bimſclf as a Father and Portwon, Jeſus Chriſt gives 


ty L 


- + L 
g / 
47 BB 2.55 '% 
TAE i 
4 FB A 


ary : 


"The DEDICATION, 


' the Lamb, Rev. 14.4. and, by Regeneration, we are 

| fitted to: be Firſt- Fruits, James I. 18. that is, to con- 

| ſectate- and devote. our ſelves t0'God and Clif, and 
to live to theme. 

_ © 2. Conſider the Admiralle Rightcoufreſs, of God 
that: appdars:19-this Teſt ament-that Jeſus Chriſt purcha=" 
ſed;what-be Bequeathed : he is a Prieſt of good things, 
Heb!'o, 1. 'fhat is,"he Aforited, be procurcdithem by 

B bs Death." Good things do not come to us, 4s a Gift. 

'l from Chriſt Living, but as- a Legacy from Cbriſt Dy- 

mg!” Tt is now' juſt with God -to forgive the ins of 
Beevers, John 1. 9. It might bave been juſt- with* 
60d'to  punyſh and deſtroy ;, but - now.,,* through the 
Death of Chriſt, it 1s juſt for God to Forgive. Grace 
nay vow Reign, through Righteouſneſs, to Eternal Life, 
Rom. 5. laſt. "And they that recerve an Abundance of 
ace, \and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall Reign in” 

- Rom. 5.17, Jeſus Chriſt doth not,-*as other 

Tators by Death, leave the Inheritance empty, but 
tobaſes a Right for us, to enter __ the Inheritance, 

ao" poſſeſs and enjoy it: | 

" | 3. Conſider the wonded ful Grace of God, and Crit, 

x that is manifeſted m this Teftament, © 4 

e if 1. That Chriſt ſhould Conftitute. us as bis Heires'q - 1 

Rn hen he might have Exeruted us as Malefattors. , 

- | 2. That when the Threatnings were in force, for ottr 

Death . that Teſus ſhould die to put the Promfes in 

ce Yor” 'ONr Life ; that be ſhould ceaſe to live for'u 

6 that 'we'm bt live eternally. 

[by "That be Fouts make 'a Teſtament to enrich Hs 

5 by Spiritual and Eternal Blejfi mgs, when*we had, by 

- NM, ſr, forfeited our Lives, and deſerved to be ſtript of "all: 

lem1jaral EO and Enjomonts, 
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The DEDICATION. 


4. That Jeſus Chriſt ſhauld become poor to-enrich us; 
2 Cor. 8.'9. . He became poor, that we by his. Po-" 
verty might be made Rich. Teſus Chriſt had no 
Houſe to put bis Head in, he lived on what others 1Ms- 
niftred to him , Matth.'$. 20... Luke 8. 3. He. was 
robbed of bis £00d Name, and cenſured as a Blaſphemer 
of God, und Condemned as an Vſurper, and Enemy to 
Czliar ; tb irigh hum of. bis Garments,  and' did ngt - 
ceaſe afflitting: him, till every drop of Strength was / 
gone out of his Body,and every ſpark of Life was quench- 
_ ed, and he became a weak told Carcaſe. Chriſt was. 
thus emptied to fill us, and ſtooped. ſo low to lift us up to 
5. What the Law bf God requires, as a Duty, by 
Chriſt it is Bequeathed as a Legacy, and beſtowed as. a 
pure Gift : What is required of the Heirs of . Promiſe., 
7s purchaſed for them, by the Blood of the Teſtator, ani 
wrought 52 them by the \ Spirit of Promiſe. They. at 
changed -from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit.of 
the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. laſt, The. Holy Ghoſt doth. cx-. 
cite, attuate, 'and draw forth Grace : This North an 
I South Wind, blowing on.Clwiſt's Garden, doth cafe tht 
\ © C Spices of it flow forth, Cant. 4. laſt, ' 1f Duties wee 
required to be performed by our Free-will, and Natural: 
Strength, the New Covenant mould not differ from the 
Covenant of Works. The Firſt Promiſe was a moſt 
Free and preventing Promiſe, and, in it, undertakes. it 
break the League and Amity that was between the Wh | Lad 
man and the Serpent, and to. kindle Enmity between 
them and their Seed, Gen. 3. Is. And this Free Prey = 
miſe was to. be apprebended' by Faith only. - God doth; jy. 
not ſay, Dog and your Soules ſhall live ; but hear, th $*--< 
is, Believe, and your Soules ſhall lrve, Iſa. 55-3J; 


| The Promiſe doth not run thus; I will be your Goa, JF. © 
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____ The DEDICATION. 
you will be my People.: but, I will be their God and they ) | 
ſhall be my 4 if Joel 31. 33. Chriſt takes it upox 
himſelf, to fetch back, and bring home ſtraying Sheep , 
and, to cauſe them ( lia. 29. 19, though deaf ,. and 
gag, John 5. 25.) to bear his voice, John 10. 16. 
We cannot {ancerely eater into Covenant with God, till 
God, in a preat meaſure, hath executed his Covenant 
| mn; whence Miracles of Grace is to be wrought on us, 
i that Gifts of Grace might be received by us ; Till we 
have new hearts and ſpirits given to us,we ſhall but flat= 
ter God, and lie to bim in all our ſeeming Service ,Pſal. 
9. 36,37. Hol. laſt. - /t .is bad to lie to God in all 
au Confeſſions of Sin, and Petitions for Grace, and 
Mercy. We muſe not therefore ftay tm the Exading 
Ietter -of the Law, but bave Recourſe to the Living Te- 
hhament of Chriſt. The Law ſaith, be Holy , Deut. 
©. 7. But it is Chriſt that San@ifies ,- Heb. 2. 11. 
4d as an everlaſting Father, doth propagate and de- 
me a new Divine Nature to us, I{a. 9.6. 2 Pet. 1.4. 
We are bid to Love God, but it is Chriſt that Circum- 
gfes the Heart, 2 Col. 11. To Love God, he cuts off 
the Unclean and Filthy -Foreskin of Sinful Self-love , 
#d Baptizes with his Spirit as with Fire,. Deut.30.6. 
$.infame our hearts with Love towards, and zeal for 
"God, Matth. 3.11. We are charged to acquaint onr 
| felves with God , Job 22.21. but the Promiſe muſt 
telp us here, All Zions Children fhall be Taught 
of, God, and ſhall all know me, from the greateſt 
t the leaſt, 7/a. 54: 13. Jer.31.39. - He that hath 
$#ard, and learned of the Father, comes to'Chriſt, John 
3 +4, 45. We are enjoyn'd to keep God's Precepts 
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Slgently , PAL 119. 4. but God bath promiſed to 
JP Prite bis. Laws 513-0ur bearts, Jer. 31. 33. We ought 
ifþf9 ive to, and walk with God, yet it is by virtue of Af 
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bis Spirit put into us, and cauſing of us to walk in his 
Statutes, and to keep bis Commandments, Erek. $6, 
27. All the Earth ts called on to Fear God, Pfal. 33.8. 
but, that we may do it, God muſt put his Fear into ouy 
hearts, Jer. 32.40. We ought to Repent, but it willnte - 
ver be except God doth take away the heart of Stone, and 
give a heart of Fleſh, Mark 1.15. Ezek. 36.26. Faith 
it ſelf is compriſed in, aud given by Chriſt's Teſtament 
toknow God and Chriſt,containes Faith in it, Jer. 313k 
17. John 3. By his Knowledge, that 75, by Believing i 
01 bim, Chriſt Juſtifies many, 1/a. 53. Chap. 11. 

' 4. Conſider the Excellent, and Glorious Power, that 
executes this Teſtament, -2 Cor. 4. 7. Ephel. 1. 19. 
God. ſaith he will be bur God, and we ſhall be bis Pev- 
tle, Jer. 3. 33. God cannot be our God, if Idols are 
not caſt out ; if Enemies are not dethroned, if Rivals, 
and Competitors, are not put from their nearneſs to, 
and intimacy with the Heart ; and this the mighty 
Power, the .gloriaus arm of God only can effet# And 
we can never be Gods People, if our blindneſs be tt 


| cured, our enmity conquered, if our Minds be not re- 


newed, and our Wills mclined to chooſe God for Or 
chief good and only portion : Chriſt knocks, and it'is 
be that muſt-open the door, Rev. 3. 20. AQs 16. 14. 
It is he that calls, 1a, 55. 5. And muſt enable us to 
Ececho to his call, to ſay we are the Lords, Iſa. 48. 5. 
and that he is our God, Zech: 1 3. laſt. 


* 5. Conſider the conſolation that may be drawn from 


this Teſtament, that we are ſo. ſafe, that there is #0 
condemauation to us, Rom. 8. 1. Lecauſe Gods ſword 
hath awakcd againſt Chriſt, Zech. 13. 7. Our debt 
was exatted of him, our Curſe was executed- on him, 
and that ſpiritual things are made+»ſo ſure to 4s by 
Cbriſts death that is paſt, and by bis Teſtament that 
"FT ITE I” | | is 
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is conflrmed and made irrevocable +, that there can be ns 
ittaGing from its free Promiſes, or "adding barder and 
eavier terms to it, Gal:-3, 15, There 48410 diſanull- 
mp, or adding to it': "God promiſes to poitf Waters on 
bm that is thirſty, and. floods on #be*dry\ground, Tia: 
14.3, 4. The Heavenly Husbandinan will improve 
md wirich dry and barren ground. "If the owerflowins 
PNitus makes Egypt fruitful, therefore tre :read of 
te Harveſt of the Kiezr, Iſa. 23. 3.4. "that Hatveſ 

the Spirit, 


14 = Fat 45 cauſed by the- River ;, much more cats 
is'the River of God, make us fruitful, *!- | 
"3, 1 would exhort you to make ſure your own 
aoern,in an Tntereft in this Teſtament of Feſus Chriſt, 
Weis r1iſen from the dead-to woo and &fponſe Souls to 


i 


amſelf, Rom. 7. 4. If you be joined" tothe ſuerty of 


$7 


the Teſtament, and be:Married to the Teſtator,' all the 
bebes of this Teſtament-ſhall be yours. God with Chriſt 
»ll 5... : "Se. | | | 1 

/ i gives all things, ' Rom. 8. 32. Eccho to Chriſts 
j I @l, and open at his knock ;, let in the Heir 'of all things, 
G 
f 
s 
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#d he will bring in his Rightcouſneſs, his 'Riches, buys 
fullneſs with bim': . Obriſt will come im and order our 
Thoughts, our Wills, Afﬀeitons, and ſubdue all to him- 

ff. Ma. 9. 7. Pal. 47.3. Chriſt willexecute juſtice, 

. | 44d Judgment, Jer. -23;" 5. be will execute juſtice-: 
'0 wh.He will do God r1ght, in raiſing up fallen, bringing back 
5. | Sraying alienate ſiuners to God, Ma. 49, 56. And he 
wil execute judgment in deſtroying Satan , and his 

w þ works, Heb.-2, 15. 1 John 3. 8. Though: there were 
0 | many Creatures in the Earth, yet Adam was counted 
'd || to be alone till a VYoman was made for him to ſet bis 
bt | ot 017: So though you bave abundance of Creature 
n, noyments, yet count your ſelves 0 be alone till. you 
by | Know, Love and 7Aatry Jeſus Chrift. $5 
3. Expreſs your gratitude, and thankfulncſs to. God 
AL Tt ang 


nt 


and Chriſt for this Teſtament,. Paul ſaith, Brethreg 
we are debters, Rom. 8. 12, Never mere any ſac 
great debters, as believers are to God and Chrift , yu 
were Reconciled when Enemies, juſtified when Ungogy, 
Rom. $5. 2. Rom. 4- 4. Righteouſneſs bath looked 
down. from Heaven, Plal.. $5, 11. nd Bread bath 


| been rained down from Heaven, when it ſhould have 


fprung_ up and grown out of the Earth : How waig- 
Ful is it\that Eumity ſhould be ſlain, I{a. 61. 1, Iſh, 
49. 9. Ifa. 49. 24. Ephef. 2. 16. and yet Emtmies 
be ſpared and reconciled? That Sin ſhould the gou- 
Hentned, Rom. 8. 3, yet Sinners be pardoned, Col. 
2.:13. That Chriſt came to deſtroy Satans work only, 


John 1. +38. bt to heal, repive .and ſet at liba 


#boſe that were the workmanſhip .of God; be. releaſes 
Priſoners, and delivers thoſe that were lawful C aptives 
Heb. 2.18. Rom. 8. 2. They aye turned from th 
power of Satan - to God, and..made free from the 


Law of ſin'.and death, Rom. 8, 2. Children of wrath | 


wmgbt bave: been made Veſſels: of wrath ; have been 
filled up with Gods fury. and have been daſhed to pieces 
by that Rod of tron that is in Chriſts hand. Jn the 
Law, if a Husband was Arreſted for debt, his VVife 
#1d Children might be ſo!d to pay the debt, Matth. 1 5, 
Z5. and to free the Husband and Father : - But what 
Grace is this, that Chriſt who is the Everlaſting Fathet 
and Husband: of the Church, ſhould be fold to pay ow 
debts ? £5 Eve was hid in Adam, and by a Div 
Power, 114. 9.6, \2.Cor. 11. 2. brought forth out-of 


Sim, ſo the Church was bid in Chriſt, formed and drawn 


ut of Chriſt, caſt into the deep ſleep of death, Ezek: 47. 
11. John 19. 34. O rejoyce-in Chriſts Teſtament, 


glory-in his Riches, Triumph tn bis Salvation, that when 
fan reigns over moſt unto death, grace ſhoula reign 0ud 
ou thro th; Kighteouſueſs of Chriſt unto: Eternal Ved 
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Wi alſo bath Shade us Able Miniſters of the 

be "New Teſtament, n0t of the Litter, but F 

the Spirit": Foy "the Letter Kieth, " but the 
Gn t giveth Life. 


-N the words, I. we have : $ubjeft FEAT oy 
- and that. is the New Teſt ers as It is di- 
- ſtinguiſhed from the Old Teſtament , which 
#4. op not. the Covenant of Werks, bu bur the Co- 
nant of Grace, wrapt up in -I'ypes;, and Fi 

bore darkly A rape of "> wk 18, hg 
poſtle inſiſts on this New Teſtament, and com- 
mends it, that it is Spirit and not Letter , 1: Fohn 
17e-that is, the Holy Ghoſt doth..cminently, ,and . 
-fignally manifeſt himſelf in this New Te! ament. 
Diſpenſation. It is, Filled, it is Enriched, it is En 
nafted by the Holy Ghoſt ; he.doth ſo breath In 


it, and worketh it, that it 'may well be called Spi= 


rit, and not. Letter. TheſGoſpel is not a meer Li- 
tera} Dodrine, or Command, but mightily animas 
ted by the Spirit; if it. were only Letter, it would 


kill ys frail and "weak Creatures, exating Duty, 


And requiring Obedience of us, that. are Impo, 


tent, yea dead Creatures ; but. it is Spirit, and. ſ6 
it gives Life.. The Holy 'Ghoft enlightens Blind 
Minds, ſoftens Hard Hearts, and Quickens Dead 
Souls. The effeQual Workines of. the Spirit, are 
called, te Law of the Spirit, and this Law of the 
Spirit _ 2 


" 


: (2) 


Spirit of Life is ſaid to make free from the Law of 
ſm and death, Rom. $. 2, This is a Law that is 
all Power, and conſiſts wholly in Execution. _ 3. The 
Apoſtle informs us of the Honour and Dignity ef 
Goſpel-Officers, for : they. ate Miniſters of this 
New Teſtament, 4. The Apoſtle glotifies God, 
and inſtructs us, how it is:that Officers. do becoing| 
able Miniſters of this New Teſtament. -" It is/God 
that made :Paw, and.others, . Able; Miniſters of the 
New Teſtament : The words a ord us Three” 
DoQrines. 1/}. That there is'a New Teſtament: 
2dly, That Goſpel Officers are Miniſters of thi 
New Teftament.” ' 3dly, That it is G5 that do 
make Men able Miniſters of the New'Teſtamen 
1. DoQrine, that there is a New Teſtament. 

may obſerve and admire the Wiſdom of God, 
thatfirſt there was a Promiſe, 'then'a Covenant, 
then a Teſtament ; this laſt the' beſt, and molt 
Noble Edition of the Covenant of Grace; this's 
called the New Teſtament, to diſtinguiſh- it. from 
the Old Teſtament. ' Firff, The Old Teſtament 
was made with one Nation, in 'the day that the" 
Lord took J1ſrael by the hand, to lead them out of 
the Land of Epypt ; but it 1s God's defign., by 
Chriſt, and the New Teſtament, to gather toge- - 
ther into one all the hildren of God that" are 
ſcattered abroad , John 6. 52. Chriſt Preacheth 
now not onely to the Jews- that were nigh ,” but” 
alſo to the Gentiles that were afar off, Epheſ.2. 
17. 2, The Firſt Teſtament had Moſes for'# 
Mediator, Gal. 5. 19. The' Law was prven by 1/0- 
ſes, but Grace and Truth comes by Feſus Chriſt, 1 John 
197, Jeſus is- the Madiator of the New Teſta- 


ment, cb, 9.15, The ON Teſtament was ac- 
-5j companied 


companied with Figures, and Shadows of things 
f | to come, 2 Col. 17, The Law had a ſhadow of 
| | #ood things to come, and not 'the very Image of 
| the Things, that_is, Chriſt himſelf; and the very 
' | Live Image of Spiritual things, were not then ex- 
- | hidited: Righteouſneſs was not yet brought, A- 
\ | tonement was not yet. made, the Fountain was not 
| fl Yet opened for ſin and uncleanneſs : The Law and 
| Prophets Prophefied till Fobn, Matth. 1. 1 3. they ſpake 


God is clearly diſcovered, and is''Preached -as 
Qine, Luke 7.- 16: © | | 
'Fourthly. The Ol Teſtament, and the Ceremo- 
mat-Law made” nothing perfe&, Hb, 7. v9. ' but 
&d/ introduce the:Hope of a better Prieſt, and of 
1more Noble Sacrifice; but Chriſt, by one Offer- 
, Wy bath perfected: for ever them that are Sanfi- 
"| fil: On the day of Atonement there was a re- 
membrance of all the Sins committed that year, 
#hich did ſhew the weakneſs: and imperfection of 
thoſe Sacrifices, in'that there was a Remembrance 
ain made 'of Sins.” But in this the Excellency 
and Perfetion of Chriſt's Sacrifice appears, in that 
it did purge and put away Sin; and God on the 
FT acount of it mage'that Promiſe, Tour Sins and Ini- 
quities 1 will Remember no move, Heb, 10. 17, 18. 
|" Fifthly. The'Old Teſtament was confirmed” by 
' [the Blood of Beaſts ; Moſes killed Sacrifices and took 
the: Blood of thei 3 and ſprinkled it" on the People ; 
faying, behvl# the' Blood of the Covenant that:God bath 
made with'you- Put the. New Teſtament was"eon- 
firmed with betrer Bloods: - Chriſts \Bl60d! is the 
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ment are clearer, and exhibit. more grace, than 
the: Promiſes. of: zhe Old Teſtament, The, Ol f 
Covenant. is.compared to, and der. forth by. Het) | 


Blood. of Spxinkling,- and the Blood, of the Exer- | 


laſting Covenant, Heb. 12. 24. Heb. 13. 20. 

Sixthly. - The/-Old , Teſtament, was weak and 
faulty; it did not, it could not purge Conſcience 
by the Blood. of Brutiſh Sacrifices 3 neither could 
It introduce the Law of God into the Saul, and 
Wxite it in-the-Heart ; but the New Teſtament is 
ſtrong .and powertyl, it makes thoſe. that were 
barren to bear and rejoyce, 1/a.. 54. 1. And by 
it the. Law of. Gog.is writ. 18, the Heart, and, put 


into the inward: parts, and the Soul is Renomod 


and, Fransformed, to walk with and live to God, 

7thly. The Old Teſtament waxed old, and did 
vanith away,but-the New Teſtament/remains,abides 
and isEverlaſting, Heb, 1 3. 20., the Blood of Chril 
is Kill freſh, and. therefore his. Teſtament is ſtill-agy, 
He offered one Sacrifice for Sins: for ever, Heh. 10. 12, 


His: Sacrifice is of an Everlaſting Virtue, and. ts 
-way, made:by; it tothe true Holy of Holics. 
living, and fil}; new, Ach. 10. 19. and-the Covg- 
vant, and Teſtament, built, on this Everlaſting, $: 
erifice, muſt; need, be Everlaſting. -- This CG 


S 


Hft peaking! ta-the World. and it ſhall never give 


plact to any other Covenant, Hb, 7,1, This 
4 better Coyenant, or Teſtament, eſtabliſhed op 


&* y 


better Promiſes, than the Covenant of Works wa: 


Heb.-$. 6, yea, the: Protpiſes of the New Telta: 


That: was a ;young' Woman , and had. Natur: 


Strength: £0;-0on[tive, and. bare a Son, ,Ga,. 4+ 24 
25-i with :[/a'' 54 1. buy the New: Teſtament. 5] 
{8'forth by Sarab that was barren, and was made] 


Fruitfu) 
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"Feuitfol by a fupernatural power, A#s 1. 11. The 
promiſes of the Law do reſpett the ſtrength that 
God firſt put into Man, and are built on the o- 
hedience to be performed by this ſtrength; but 
the New Teſtament is built on a Spiritual and 
Supernatural ſtrength put into the Soul by the 
Holy Ghoſt, = p1 | 

For: the opening, 'and Explication of this New 


rf, Who is the Teſtator ? Anfwer, This muſt 
zeeds be he, that by his Death, doth confirm, and 
eſtabliſh the Teſtament, and this is proper to the 
Son 'of God, he is the only Mediator of the New 


icby. his Sufferings and Death, Luke 22. 29. Chriſt 
eaks of himſelf as bequeathing, and ating as a 
Teſtator, wg S14Ti0 tual vuir Baonuae, 1 bequeath, TL 
: || diſpoſe unto you a Kingdom. Budeus, m his Com- 
3 mtary on the Greek Tongue, doth confeſs and 


; word - commonly uſed by. the Grecians in making 
r | their Wills. The Father is ſaid to diſpoſe a King- 
, dom to the Son, the Son to us. The Father bath 


made Chriſt heir of all things, Heb. 1. 2. He hath 
given bim @ Name above every Name, that at the 
Name of Teſus every knee ſhould bow. But 1n this 
God hath an eye, and a reſpe& to the Humiliati- 
on, and Sufferings, and Death of Chriſt, becauſe he 
xcame obedient to the Death of the Croſs ; there- 
| | fore Gqd hath exalted and glorified him. The 
A | Death of Chriſt ſeems to be the ground of the Fa- 
"| Wers legacy to Chriſt, and of all that Jeſus Chrift 
+] bequeathes and diſpoſes to us. 


SB = 


Secondly. 


Teſtament I ſhall inſiſt on theſe ſeveral particulars. - 


. Teftament. He procured it, and' gave force to- 


xknowledge , that this is Yerbum Teſtamentale, a 


. ak > wat oi AE 
6 £4 


Secondly, In a Teſtament there'muſt he an Etats 
to bediſpoſcd-of, and the Teſtator muſt have pro. 
Priety ,- and ; be:zntereited in this Eſtate. elſe he 
cannot diſpoſe-it - * Chriſt ſaith , All things that 
the Father hath 'are mine , John 16. 15. Therefore 
Chriſt hath good right to diſpoſe of them. - Teſta: 
tors do diſpoſe-of two ſorts-of things; Moneyand 
Goods, and : Houſes and Lands:; :the Graces .Chriff 
beſtows may. be ' compared .to-Money,; and:Goods : 
The Glory. -he-bequeathes, is ſet. forth by an Eter- 
nal Aouſe, 2 Cor. 5. 1. with Heb.'9. 15. and ab £- 
verlaſting laheritance. p02 10) II 
_. Firſt. Jeſus Chriſt bequeathes Grace, and -a new 
Nature : - A-new Heart. will I give unto you; anen 
Spirit will I-put within you, Ezek, 36.26. 31," 1 
will put my Law into your inward-parts, and write it 
3n your hearts, Fer. 33: The Law is put deep in- 
to the Soul, and it is written for Perpetuity, nevg {| 3: 
to be blotted out, and it is diffuſed through the } 1, 
Sonl ; it ſpreads into the underſtanding, andit is I 44; 
rooted and prevails in the Will, The Soul Bf @ 
Poor, blind, dead, and all its. Faculties are per- | he 
verted and diſorderly 3 without this new Heart, | je 
without the Law of God written in_ the. Mind, } 4 
and Will : How full, large and comprehenbve | Te 
Chriſts Teſtament? It doth not only. make Heirs} 'þ,, 
but alſo raiſes up Children, which no other Telta- 1, 
ment doth or. can do. | True Bekievers are'Chil- I 1 
dren of-the'Promiſe, Rom. 9. 8. Jſaac yas bot g, 
cf the free and powerful-Promiſe of God:  T hs I: nes 
was the-word of Promiſez At: this time 1 will come cy 
and Sarah fhall have a: Son, Rom. 9,9.: God would Cix 
make an effe&val vifir, he would punt forth his giv 


Power'in an excellent and extraordinary wine: are 
anc 
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\and fo Sarah ſhould conceive ( though barren ) 
and 7/aac, tho* old be born. So God comes to 
Souls dead in fins and Treſpaſles, he beams in light, 
ard breathes in life, and {0 they are Regenerated 
and born to God : The Coverant of Grace, the 
Teſtament of Chriſt is Sarab, a Mother, of which 
we are born ; and as there are Children of Pro-. 
miſe, that derive Grace and a_new Nature from 
the Promiſe, ſo there are Heirs of Promiſe, Heb. 
6.17. 19. That do inherit the Kingdom, and E- 
ternal Glory, by virtue of the free Promiſe.” God 
is aid to Promiſe the Kingdam, and to Promiſe 
Eternal Life, Jam. 2. 5. Tit. 1. 2, Here are the 
'Riches- and fulneſs of this Teſtament, that Chri- 
ftians are Children of the Promiſe, and ſo partake 
'of Grace, and are Heirs of the Promiſe, and: ſo 
0 inherit the Kingdom of Glory. 

3 Thirdly, Where there is a Teſtament there muſt 
te Legatees and Heirs ; Jeſus Chriſt is the Medi- 
ator of the New Teſtament, that thoſe that are 
called may receive the Promiſe of the Eternal In- 
heritance, Heb. 9. 15. The Civil Law'gives this 
deſcription of an Heir, that he is vocatus ad beredi- 
tatem ; one that is called to the Inheritance by the - 
Teſtament of a dead Man, Yid pacium : If Chriſt 
had not died as a Teſtator, there would have been 
no Inheritance to be enjoyed, and there would 
have been no call to a Heavenly Houſe and Poſſeſſi- 
on, How many are there in the World that were 
never called at. all, and others are not effe&ually 
called 3 the Jews at this day, are like ſuch as the 
Civil Law calls Abdicati, ſuch as for Provocations 
given are difinherited; the Gentile Heathen World 
are like ſych as the Civil Law calls Preterits, ſuch 

” B | 


| clearer explication of things 1 ſhall ſhew, x, Who 


— . *p \ c_ 


broad, John 11. 52. Theſe Sons, theſe Children 


($8) a 


as are paſſed by, and flipt over, but ſuch may come 
in for a ſhare in the Fathers Goods, and lay claim 
£0 -his Inheritance ;. the blind, deſolate Heathen 
World ſhall be called, and converted, The deſolate 
Cities ſhall be inhabited, \ſa. $4, 3. «And the deſolate 
Heritages ſhall be inherited, Wa. 49. 8. For the 


are. the Heirs. 2. What they. are Heirs of, 3. 
How they became Heirs. 1, Who are Heirs? [ 
Anſwer, The Sons, the Children of- God ; there 
are ſome that, are. prediſtinated to the Adoption of 
Children, Ephe/. r. 5. .Chrift is to-gather together 
Into one, that. 3s, into: one Kingdom, City, Family, 
Body, the Children of God that are ſcattered a- 


ſhall be Heirs, the Inheritance is limited and re- 
Krained unto them ; to ſit on the right and. on th 
left hand of Chriſt in his Kingdom is not his to 
give, but to whom it is prepared of his Father, 
Aatth, 20. 21. 23. Thit ſupplement, but it ſhall 
be given to them, ſhould be wholly left out, and the 
words be thus rendred, To ft at my right hand and 
my left is not mine to give, bnt to thoſe for whom it ts 
prepared of my Father. Chriſt would give places in 
his Kingdom, but he was limited by the decree of: 
The Father to give to thoſe he had prediſtinated fo 
the Adoption of 'Childrea, and ſo had prepared 
zthe Inheritance and Kingdom for them. . 
2. What are Chriſts People Heirs of ? 1 Anſwer, 
1, Of the Kingdom, Tt. 2.5. 2. Of the World, 
Rom. 4.13. 1. They are Heirs of the Kingdom,| gy 
they ſhall have a Manſion in God's Houſe, Jobs 14.] pa; 
2, 3. They ſhall have a Lot and Inheritance in the] w 
Heavenly Kingdow , in Emmonuets _ ww; Sox 
Ss untry,|. 


Souls, but doth appretiend them, Phil. 3: 12. 


(9) 
Courttry, Dan. 12. laſt. Col. 1. 12, They ſhall 
fir inthe Throne with Chriſt, and Reign in Life 
for evermore, Rev.. 3.21. Rom, 5.17. 2. They 
are Heirs of the World. God gave Abraham the 
Landof Canaan by Promiſe, and this was a pledge 
and earneſt of all Earthly Portions, and Poſleſlions 
given to Belieyers by Gad's free grace, and bounty. 
Wicked Men mgy be Pofleſlors of, and dyrellers in 
the World, but it is Believers that are Heirs of the 
' World, and have a Spiritual Right and Title to it. 
Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, 
and of that which is to* come, Tim. 1. 4. 8. He 
bath given meat to them that fear im : He will ever 
be mindful of his-Covenant, Pſal. 111. 5. The King- 
dom of God, and his Righteouſneſs is / our chief 
pood,, and true Happineſs ; the main of: Gods 
Covenant is 'wrapt up in this, Matth. 6. 33. yet - 
Earthly and outward things are Promiſed as an 
advantage, theſe ſhzll be added to God's Children 
to ſopply their wants. The Children of 1/rael had 
need of a Paſſage to Canaan, the Country that God 
had given them, 2oſes ſent to Sihon to delire a 
Paſſage through his Country unto Canaan, Deut. 
2. 26, 27, 28; 30. but he refuſed to let 7/rael paſs 


through his Land, ſo'God gave him up to-1/rael to 


be deſtroyed. Thus the People of God muſt have 
ſome Footing in, and Poſſeſſon of the World, as 
It is a-paſſageeo the Heavenly Canaan, that is their 
proper County, Heb. 11. 15, 16. 

3. How%o Chriſtians become Heirs? 1 anſwer, 


'By being efftQually -called. None but ſuch ſhall 


partake of the Eternal Inheritance, Heb. 9. 15. 
When Chriſt doth not only ſeek after ſirayſng 
Pan 


faith 


| [287 | 


faith he was apprehended of Chriſt. Whenathe 

Lord of Glory doth not only knock bur open the 
Heart, Rev. 3.. 20. Ads 16. 14, When the call of 
God is accompanied with gifts, Rows. 11. 29. The 

- gifts and calling of God are without Repentgnce; 
when God fo calls, that he gives an underſtand- 


' ing to know him, 1 Jobs 5. 20. and gives a Heart '| 
| to love gnd fear him, Deut. 30. 6. Jer. 32. 39. 


| © When God beſtows a new Heart, and a new Spi- 
| * rity then is the call effeQual, Ezck. 36. 26. 


- Fourthly. Where there js a Teſtament,there muſt 
be a Sanction,Confirmation and Eſtabliſhment of it, 
Heb. 9.15. Where there is a Teſtament, there. 
muſt of neceſſity be the death of the Teſtator, 
Heb. 9. 16. 17. - The Civil Law faith as long as a 
Man lives, voluntas eſt perambulatoria, it is mutabl 
and changeable, but the Death of a Teſtator fixes 
things, and gives force to his, Will, confirms-and 
eſtabliſhes all his Legacies : How ſweet are theſe 
words, where there is a Teſtament, there muſt be 
the Death of the Teſtator ? The Law ſpeaks at 
another rate, where there is a Crime, the Criminal 
muſt be puniſhed : Where there is a Tranſgreſli-- 


on, the threatening muſt be put in force, the Curie Ip 


muſt be executed, the Tranſgreſſor muſt be cut 
off, but here is a New Teſtament eſtabliſhed by 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; This iggny Blood of the 
New Teſtament, Matth. 26. 28. 15 Cup is the 
New Teſtament in my Blood, 1 Cof* mh. 25. Jere- 
niab did ſpeak of God's making a New Covenant, 
or Teſtament, Jer. 31. 31. but there is no mention 
- made, or diſcovery given of the Blood, that this 
»New Covenant was to be confirmed by ; but the| ex 
| | | | Goſpel 


an) 


Goſpel teacheth us what the Blood is, by which the 


cutting off Chriſt, Zech. 13. 7. 1/a. 53. 8. That 
hefmight pat the Promiſes in force, fulfill them to 
vs, and beſtow the Eternal Inheritance on us. Who 


New [Teitamens is eſtabliſhed - God did put the 
threatenings, and Curſe of the Law in force by 


'$ could have imagined, or thought of ſuch a thing, 
that the death of Sinners ſhou]d be prevented, and. 


the death of a Teſtator ſhou{d ſucceed, and be in 
r Þ {the place of their Sufferings and death. 


. Fiftkly. Where there is a Teſtament,there muſt 
be an effeCtual way to execute it. We read of the 

' ſure Meretes of David, that is of Chriſt, as the next 
Verſe doth plainly evidence, that it is Chriſt that 
is ſpoken of, for he is ſaid to be given as a Wit- 
wes, as a Leadef, and Commander to the People, 
5- 344. This 1s obſervable, that all the Riches, 
ſlings, and Benefits of the Covenant are Chriſt's 
Mercies - He is a Prieſt of good things, Heb. 9. 
It, he purchaſes, he procures them; and it is he 

« alſo that diſtributes, and gives them ont. In 1/aiah 
there is only mention made of the ſure AMereres of 
David, but in the A&s, AGs 13. 34. It is thus ex- 
preſſed ; / will give you the ſure Mercies of David : 
and thjs Promiſe is grounded,o:i the ReſurreRion 
of- Jeſus Chriſt, who is now no more to return to 
Corruption, As 13. 33, 34. AS Chriſt died as a 
Teſtator, ſo he roſe again to.be the Executor of 
his own Teſtament 3 he is not alive to Violate, or 
Diſanvl, but to fulfil his Teſtament. So we are” 
ſaid; ro be ſaved by his Life, Rom. 5. 10. Heb. 
7.25, Jeſus Chriſt diſcharges all his Offices, by 

executing of hjs Teſtament. 

B 3 I, Jcſus 
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. 1. Jeſus Chriſt executes his Prophetical Office , 
No Man hath ſecx-God, 'but the only begotten that is 
in the Boſom of the. Father hath declared him - to ug, 
1 John 18. Luke 1.7,8.- Iſa. 9.6. Mal.3. is? 
He is the Day ſpring from on high, the Wonderful 
Counſellor , the Meſſenger . of the Covenant ; he 
Preached Righteouſneſs, and declared God's Faith- 
fulnefs, and Salvation, P/al. 40, 9, 10. ; 

2, Jeſus Chriſt executes his Prieſtly Office, in 
Sprinkling:;his Blood, as clean Water, to Purifie 
from Uncleanneſs, and to Waſh Men from their 
Sins, Exzek. 36, 28. Rev, 1,5,6. And Jeſus, as | 
Prieſt, Intercedes that his Legacies may be he- || 
ſkow'd ; and his Blood cries for the Execution of 
his Teſtament, Heb. 7. 25. He eyer lives to make 
Interceſſion, John 17.19. 24, Heb. 12.2 y 

3. Jeſus Chriſt, as King, executes his Office, he 
writes his Dofrine and Laws in the' hearts of his 
Subjects, and gives them new hearts, Jer. 31. 33: 
Ezra 36. 56. —: | 


t. Uſe. This may infarm us of the wonderful 
Grece of Gog, that there ſhould be a New Telſta- 
ment. Did FaRen Man ever imagine, or concelve 
ſuch a thing, that Chriſt's Goods ſhould be Diſ- 
penſed, and his Inheritance be derived to, and fct- 
ted on Sinful Creatures by a Teſtament Rarified by 
his- own Blocd , and Death, 1, We deſerved 
co be ſtript, and deprived .of all External and 
Temporal Enjoyments, that the Wine-preſs,'and 
the Corn-floor ſhould not feed.ns, Zoſ.9. 2. That 
God ſhonld return , and+ take. away his Corn , 


Wool, and Flax from us, Hof. 2.9; and that the 
| * oe nt . things | 
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thigg3 that God hath. given us, ſhall paſs awaY 


fram us, Jer. $. 13- God might, by the Execuri- 
og of his Threatnings, have impoyeriſhed and de- 
froy'd us; and what Grace is this, that .he ſhould 


- make a Teſtament to fave, and igrich us. 


. 2. The Covenant of Works doth exa& perfe& 
and- -perpetual Obedience : it. requirgs, the full 
Deht; without any, abatement, of us poar JInſolvent 
; Creatures, and threatens: us with Eternal Puniſh- 
FF ment, and Perdition, for any defed, failure, or de- 
| fault in our Obedience ? And .what Grace as this, ' 
that-a New Teſtament ſhonld be made, that for- 
x gives the Guilty , and gives to the Poor? The 
- | * Law was given by Moſes; but Grace and Truth came 
| by Jelus'Chriſt, John x. 17. I” EE 


fl %3; Conſider how I” it coſt Jeſus Chriſt to be 


|| [a Teſtator. _1. He was obliged to put on our 
| Humane Nature, thathe might have a Body to of- 
* | fer up, a Life to ly down, Blood to-ſhed, a Sow 
to pour out to the Death. 2. Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
ta Surety; Heb. 7. 22. or elſe he could not have 
bee eftator : he'mnft bear our ſins, pay our 
| Debt, -diſcharge our Ranſom; he muſt buy and 
purchaſe all good things for us, elſe he.could not 
\ bequeath them to.us, We were 1uch Criminals , 
Auch guilty Creatures, that Jeſus Chrift..could got 
' liye, *and give any good tous, or beſtow any Spi- 
ritual Bleſſing on us, but hemuſt dice to bequeath 
Legacies ; all Spiritual Good Things muſt come 
ſmiming to us in the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 3. That 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould empty himſelf to fill us, im- 
poveriſh himſelf to inrich us. Yon know ( faith 
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Paul) The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt 7 that 
though be was rich, yet, for our ſakes, be became poor, 
that we, through bis Poverty, might be Rich , 2 Cor, 
8. 9. The Lord of Heaven and Earth, the Heir of 
all things,was in a meaner and lower condition thay . 
Birds and Foxes. The Birds of the Air bave Nefts, 
and Foxes have Holes, but the Son of /1an hath not 
where to lay bis Head, Luke 9. 58. The Curſe took 
hold of him, that the Bleſſing might flow to vs, 
Death came to him, that Life might be derived - 
cO us. | 


4. Conſider how ſweet , comfortable and re- 
freſking Chriſt's Teſtameat is. | 


-__ 1, In a Covenant there are Two Parties obli- 
'ging themſelves to each other ; but, in a Teſta« 
ment there is but one Party Bequeathing, and that 
is Chriſt. | . | | 
2. Covenants are -Vacated, and Piſanulled by 
the Death of one, or both'of the Confederates, 
but a Teſtament is not diſanulled, but eſtabliſhed 
by the Death of Chriſt. We are Heires , in Re- 
verſion, and Heires, in Poſſeſſion, by our own 
Death. , AK TETL 
3. A Teſtament is irrevocable. becauſe it 1s 
built on ſomething paſr, and that cannot be un- 
done : Jeſus Chriſt. hath died, and this gives e- 
ternal force to his, Teſtament. The Benefits, and 
Legacies of Chriſt's Teſtament come ro us in a 
Righteous way, what he Bequeathes he Purchaſes, 
and there 1s a pewerful and eifectual way to exe- 


cute Chriſt's Teſtament. The Holy Ghoft fulfills] 


_ the Promiſes, and beſtowes the Legacies - of this 


| Teſta- 
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Teftament. Men are T aught, and do know God 
45 the true God, and their God; they are drawn 


and do chooſe God for their God, and Portion "ani 
do fincerely become a Peculiar People to him, and 


| they are canſed to walk 1n his Statutes, and” to 


keep his Judgments and Commands. » 


, 24. Uſe of Exbortation , 1. Branch. O eek to 
have Benefit by Chriſt's "Teſtament, to be his Le- 
patees, yea his Heires! O be not contented with 
a ſhort Reprieve, and with meer Patience and For- - 
bearance ; Do not fatisfe your ſelves with ſome 
eſent Almes of Mercy, and Temporary Relief, 
fa ſeek a Rich, ind laſting Portion, an Eter I 
heritance : Let not this quiet you , that 
we Stewards of Temporal Things, but make fure 
500 ſhall be Heires of an everlaſting Salvation 
#nd Kingdom. Do net onely catch at God's 
Riches, in Earthly things, Pſa. 10. 24. 3. but lay 
hold of the Riches of Chriſt for Eternity, Fphef. 8. 
0 prize and' ſecvre your Intereſt in this Teſta- 
mrat, for, 1. It mainly and principally reſpects 
the Soul. and Eternity : The Sovl ſhall find reſt, 
Matth. 11. 28. Iſa. 55.2. of it ſelf, in farneſs, 
and obtain Salvation , 1 Pet. 1. 9. 2. This. 1s a 
Comprehenſive Teſtament, here is Grace given , 
and Glory bequeathed, 1. Galat. 6. 2.T be}. 2.4. 


3, Here are the greateſt, moſt precions , z and 
Invaluable Legacies beſtowed : God gives him- 
ſelf as our God, Father, and Portion, Jr. 31,33. 
-| znd Jeſus Chriſt beſtowes himſelf, as a Head, Hus-- 
dand, and Sqvicur , 2 Cor. 12, Epbeſ. 2 © Sov 

» 


That . 


That you may have benefit by this New. Teſts 

* ment, I would Counſel and Adviſe theſe Twg 
things, 1. O be Married to Jeſus Chriit the. Te. 
Frator, Rom, 7.4. as Adam awaked out of his deep 
fleep to Marry Eve, ſo Chriſt is awaked, and Riſeg 
from the Dead to Marry poor Soules, and to ſet- 
tle his Riches, and Jnheritance on them, 2. Cry, 
and ſeek for The Spirit, Zyke 12.2. 13. he 1s the 
Faithful, and Powerful Executor of Chriit's Te 
ſrament;, he can open blind Eyes , break hard 
Hearts, quicken dead Soules. As 


2d. Branch of the Uſe of Exbortation. O bg 
Grateful, be Thankful to the Teſrator, that hath 
gCabliſhed this New Teſtament ; give your ſelves 
to Chriſt, 2 Cor.-5. 5. and ſerve; him, P/al. 2.2.39, 
Yield your ſelves. to God, as thoſe that are alive 
from the dead, Rom.13. Offer your ſelves 19.Gop 
as living Sacrifices, Rem. 12, Turn to Chriſt, A& 


11.21, Run to Chriſt, 7/a: 55. 15., Live to him, 
2 Cor. 5..15. 54: Be his Portion, and Poſſeſſion, 
Iſa. 53. 12. Pſal, 2. 8. Be Firſt-Fruits to God, 
and the Lamb, as- thoſe that are obliged to it by h 

Redemption, and. as thoſe that are enabled rhere- | © 
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unto by Regeneration. We are Redcemed to be Fr 
EFirſt-Fruits, we are Begotten to be Firſt-Fruits, boy 


Rev. 14. 4. James 1.18. ' N-Te 


2d. Doctrine, Goſpel Officers are Miniſters of Gr 
the: New Teſtament ; this is their Honour , and Bu 
Glory. -that.they are ſenr forth into the World Y 
with the Word, and glad Tidings of Reconcilis- | 5 
tion in their Mouths, and the Teſtament of the ** 
Son of God in their gands. 1, They are to re- hy 


veal! 


| (17) 
yea to the World this Great Secret, this deep, 
and wonderful Myſtery, that the Son of God hath 
ſer his Houſe in Order, and made his laſt Will 
and Teſtament, The World: is an utter ftranger 
to this Supernatbral Fruth , the Church -only 
knows: it, and js acquainted with it, F/al. 25. 14. 
Fhis is ſpoken of as a great Mercy, that God will 
Reveal this 'Secret, and ſhew his Covenant unto 
- 2. Chriſt's Officers are to open, explgin,and 
xpound this Teſtament ; 1t- is ſo Rich, Ful}, and 
Comprehenſive, that -Miniſters may Study.. Medt- 
tate, Contemplate. on. it all their days, and Preach 
it throughout their whole Life. This is the Emi- 
nentand Noble Employment of Miniſters-to Preach 
tothe World the uaſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 
1 Cant. 3. 2 Cor. 2.14. They are to give forth 
/Savour of ChriſPs Ointments, to pour out his 
eas Ointment ; to ſhed abroad the ſweet: ſa- 
vor- of the Knowledge of God, and Chriſt , in 
ery place; to bear. Chriſt's Name before the 
World, Acts 9. 15. The Church 1s compared to 
a Company of Horſes in Pharaohs Chariot; -as by 
her Officers. ſhe draws.Chriſt*s Spiritual Chariot, 
and him fitting in it through the World, Cant.sg. 


'with 3 Cant. 9, 10. 3. They are to urge, and 


preſs on Men to lay hold-of this Covenant, of this 


\ Teſtament of the Son of Cod : As it is eminent 


Grace in God to ſhew us this Covenant, Pſal. 25. 
142 ſo it is our main, and meſt important duty to 
lay hold on this Covenant, on this Teſtament, 7a. 


| 55. 4. 6.* We have nothing to relieve onr Fainting 


aad Famiſhing Soules, we have nothing to bear 


| £p our ſinking Spirits, but the Teſtament of- 


Cirriſt, 
1. Hexe 


=_ - * 


t. Here is a' moſt clear Revelation of Syj- 
ritual and Eternal things, Life and Immortality js ||to 
brought to light by the Goſpel, 2 Tim.1. 10. The | 
way. to the Holieſt of all, was not yet made mani- {| - 
feſt, while 'as the firſt Tabernacle was yet ſtand-. | M9 
ing, the Vaile ſtood, and continued before the moſt || Wl 
Holy Place; notwithſtanding all the Sacrifices of || the 
the Law : but, when Chriſt died, the Vaile of the: 
Templp was rent from the top to the bottom, and- þj 
we have boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt, even 


into Heaven it ſelf, by the Blood of Chriſt. The 
inviſible World -is more diſcovered. 2 


2. This Covenant. and Teſtament is ordered in: || '* 
all things, 2 Sam 23.5. it is ſo'wiſely ordered,as that We 
it meets with all-our Objections, and may filence | 
them : It meets with our doubts and fears, and, ik 
may baniſh them: It meets with all oyr wants; 
and ſupplies them. It is ſo ordered that - there | © 
is a Legacy ſuited to all the Noble, and Principal 
faculties of our Souls. 1. God Promiſes concern- 
ing his Ele& People, that they ſhall af know him 
from the greateſt to the leaſt, ſa. 31. 34. Here 
is a Legacy of Light, and Knowledg to the under- [* 
ſtanding. 2: God promiſes Pardon, that he will-Þ* 
be .merciful ro Unrighteouſneſs, and will remem- 
ber Sins and Iniquities no more, in the fame 
Text. Here is a Legacy to the Conſcience : -It 
is Pardon'that doth quite Conſcience, and eſtabliſh 
its peace. | of 


3. There is a further Legacy, that God will 
write his Law in the Heart, and put: it into w | 
| Inver, 


» 
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:1ward Parts ; this is a pretious and noble Legacy 
to the Will, to renew, byaſs and rectify it. 


3. This Teſtament hath the ſtrongeſt confir- 
mation - Of old-God gave his Oath to ſhew the 
immutability of his Counſel, Heb. 6. 17, 19. That 
the Heirs of Promiſe might have ſtrong Conſola- 
tions, but now the Son. of God hath bled, and 
his Teſtament 1s eſtabliſhed by his own death, Heb. 


þ. 15- HM 


4. What can we look for, if we are not in- 
tereſted in this Teſtament? A day of Wrath, 
+ | Vengeance and Deſtruction will be our portion. 
t | We ſhall be ſtripr, and deprived of all Good, and 
>» | ix loaded and burthened with all Evil : We ſhall 
& felled down as barren Trees for the' Fire, be 
, 

c 
j} 
o 
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#nnowed as chaff. out of the Floor into the Fur- 
tee, andbe filled up as Veſlels of Wrath, 


1. Uſe, Of Information : This ſhewsg vs how 
wy (Excellent, and Honourable the Office of Chriſts 
Miniſters is, that they are imployed, and conver- 
fapt about the Teſtament of the Son of God ; that 
they are to open its Fulneſs, Explain and dif- 
cover its Riches, and,to urge and preſs Men to 
lay hold of it. They are to warn Men of thetr 
, [Gnger out of Chriſt, and to preſs Men tofly in- 
þ [fo the City of Refuge, and fir down under the 
[ſhadow of Chriſt, and fo to flee from the wrath 
to come. They are to beſeech Men through the 
i | Mediator, to be Reconciled to God, and to woo 
ne [Men to be Eſpouſed to Chriſt, 2 Cd. 13, They 
rd [are to ſet forth, the free Grace of God in for- 
F Sees 3, 5a giving 
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giving, all Treſpaſſes, and in giving liberally and 
largely, according to his Divine Power he give 


all things, that appertaia to Life and Godlineſ,, 
'2 Pct. 13. Rom. $. 32. And freely with Chriſt 
gives all things alſo. ET | 


2. Uſe. If Goſpel-officers are Miniſters of the 
New Tecſtamenm:, this may Reprove ſuch as all 
themſeives, and would be accounted Miniſters 
the New Teſtament, yet only Preach and 
Moral Dnties, and: built up a Natural Religion, 
but ſeldom, or very little, touch on the preat 
Principles, and Truths of the Goſpel, as if thetc 
. were no Teſtator, or New Teſtament : Thy 
urge Duty, but they little themſelves under- 
ſtand, and therefore are very unable to Reval 
to others, How Men ſhall recover Life, and Ri; 
teouſneſs, attain Power and Strength, and. to par- 
take of the Eternal Inheritance ? They Treat 
the New Covenant, as if it were only a Miftrek 
to confinand Wcrk, and not as a Mother to pine 
Life and Strength : . As if Chriſt was little more 
than a Political Head to make Laws, and exat 
Obedience to them, and not a Natural Head to 
give Life, and influences to his Members to gnab! 


"them to obey. 


3. Vſe, Are Chriſts Officers Miniſters of th: 
New Teſtament? Then, 1. This ſhould & 


' courage Miniſters to Preach, and People alſo to 7 


Hear. 


' 7. This ſhould encourage Miniſters to Preach! F 
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the Goſpel cannot be wholly Preacked in vaings. 
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1s Chriſt muſt have Sons to bear up his Name, 
Pſal. 12. 17. and Heirs to poſieſs his Goods, and 
& | Inheritance : He that ſowed in Tears, muſt reap- 
if> þ| in Joy, he muſt ſee his ſeed, and the Travel of his. 
” | Soul, and be. ſatisfied. God's Promiſes to Chriſt 
muſt be fulfilled, and executed, that he ſhall have 

he | the Heathen for his Inheritance, the utmoſt parts 
al | Of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion. God's great Ser- 
o vant '\muſt; receive a great and glorious Reward 


or his Work: All King's muſt fall'down before 
him, as Worſhippers, all Nations muſt ſerve him, 
Pal. 72. ro, 11. When Miniſters Preach the 
# | Goſpel, the Hand of the Lord is with them, A4&s 
11. 21. to open hearts, to break: the Rack in 
F "8 to draw Men to Chriſt, to ſubdue them to 
4 | Bis Kingdom, and Government. As Chriſt ſpeaks. |. 
A © he works with his Miniſters when they: 
> rreach, Chriſt ingrafts the Word, 2 Cor. 13.3. 
of | with ark 16. laſt. Jam. 1. 21. And when they 
& | Teach, the Spirit writes an Epiſtle, and power- 
:7e | fully impreſſes the Do&rine of the Goſpel on: Mens 
Souls, the Wilderneſs muſt be .manured , and- 
a8 | Sowed : The Meal of Men muſt be. Levened , 
to Chriſt will come forth' as a deliverer and turn 
MAMen from Ungodlineſs, Rom. 11.26, He, will 
"| Circumciſe the Heart to loye him , and Baptize 
ith the Spirit, make Men free from the Law of 
th: 2n and Death, 2 Co!, 11. Zatth. 3. 9. Rom. 8. 2. 
end 2/al. 110. 3. and render them a willing People 
\ fol n the day of his Power, 7/a. 9. 6. He will dogs 
-- | a Holy ſeed as an Everlaſting Father, and quicken 
' Souls dead in Sins, and Treſpaſſes, as he is the 
_RefurreAion and the Lite. | 


2. This 
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-- 2+ This ſhould perſwade, and incourage Men te 
| hear, and liſten to the Miniſters of the New Teſta 
ment : It is very neceſſary,'that Men ſhould h 
reſcued ,, an4 delivered from the Covenant 9 
Works, from a killing Letter, and a Miniſtry « 
Condemnation. O lifren ro-the Miniſters of t} 
New Teſtament , lay hold of it ; do not mak 
light of all-that Chriſt - hath purchaſed and be 
quearhed - Do not continue Spiritually poor, « 
be ſhut out of the Kingdom, and come ſhort of t} 
Glory of God. Do not fatisfy your ſelves wit 
momentary Enjoyments tijl you are driven out 
this Earth, and turned into Hell.. Attend ont 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel, it is clothed and an 
_ - mated with the Spirit ; this is a Seed ſo powe' 
ful; rhat is changes the Soul : Iz is a writing th 
alters the Table, and turns a Heart of Stone in 
a Heart of Fleſh, 2 Cor. 3. 3. :The Goſpel is. 
Glaſs that changes the Spectators, and transfort 
them into the glorious Imgge of God, 2 Cor, 
laſt, The Holy Ghoſt 1s as a Tongue of fred 
them, ſo that they do not ſpeak cold words, b 
they throw Coals into the' boſomes of Sinners, al 
. caſt chaines of light and love about Seuls, Cant.- 
6,7. Jſa. 45. 14. , They ſow, but God makes t 
Seed to take root and grow, 2 Cor. 3.6, 7. Min 
ſters do call Sinners to come out of their Prifo 
but Chriſt opens the door, Ads 16.14. They 
Sinners to riſe and come out of their Graves, Ef 
5. 1. but it is Chriſt thar breathes Life into thet 
Though Chriſts Miniſters are many timEs poC 
'Fet they make many Ricn, 2 Cor. 6, 10. 
are Deacons of Chriſts Teſtament : They « 


hands by which Jeſus Chriſt gives forth his Alm 
a 
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kbar Spiritual Gifts. . O-come: and body 
this 'may be'the day of your Viſzti- 
E "= - naw Leaven, =p be laid in your Meal, 
i "17 | gw. Byaſs- may be put: on your W1 SyRr © 
rt incline-your: Hearts towards God --' Phat 
w: @ may. be ingrafted, that may better and eri- 
your: ſtock, and 'enable it 'to bring forth 
Ft God::i The Lord :Jeſus may ſpeak::that: 
| a ſtrong hand ro thy Son), rhat Man'ſpeaks | 
with: a weak: hand :toc thy, Ear. God faith'to 
lbjes that he would ſtand 'on the Rock, /and; he 
: plc ite it, and- it ſhould give forth Water, 
od. 37.6. ' If God: had: not been there Moſes 
4 rather have ſtruck Fire out of the Rack, 
: n have drawn out Water from it ; But: b6+ 
+ God: ſtood on the Rock ir did cleave, and 
d Water abundantly, when Moſes imore it: 
| $ is my-incourage Miniſters to ſmite the Rocky 
arts of men-with the Rod of ithe Word ; 'that - 
d, that Chriſt:will be there to cleave the Rock, 
a to turn the. Flint into a Fountain of Water, 
F. 114. laſt, God's hand goes:along with his 
ga, 08 4% 22,” When Chriſt Curcified is 
; then God. lifts up a ſtandard and dif- 
an | Tallwi: and_this cannot be” in: y ing for 
| God ſo lifrs up his hand to the Gentiles, 
IE preſently bring Zions Sons-intheir atms, 
g carry her daughters on: their_ ſhoulders, that 
& may be joined with , and to-the' Church. 
ant by the Goſpel opens' blind Eves, 1/a. 42. 7. 
L. 110. 3; Pal. 47: 3. And'by this Rod:of 
= vf _—_ he ſubdues diſobedient, and Rebellious: 
oh While” Miniſters do open the Riches of 
5 Teſtament, he.opens the underſtanding of 
GC _ men 
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Men to perceive , and diſcern, the Fulneſs, and 
Glory of this Teſtament, Luke 24. 45: . Chriſt 
takes away the vail from the Heart, unſtops the 
deaf Far, and takes away the Heart of ſtone, 
— Though Miniſters may ſeem but poor contempra- 
ble men, yet they bring Treaſure in Earthen 
Veſſels, 2 Cor. 4. 7. There is a hidden Treaſure, 
and a Pearl of price to be found in the diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel. Chriſt executes his Teſta- 
ment, and diſpenſes the Treaſures of his Grace, | 
by the Preaching of the word of Life, and of the 
Goſpel of Salvation : The Goſpel i5 the Armof 
the Lord, and the Miniſtration of the Spirit, and 
of Power, ſo that the dead ſhall hear the voice of | , 
the Son of God, and the deaf ſhall hearken tothe || - 
_ of. Life, Iſa. 53. 1. John 5. 25. Tfa. 29. 


| LB 
3d. DodFrine, It is God that makes Men able F \ 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament. y 


1/7. God the Father fits Men to be Laborers, | {q 
- and thruſts them forth notwithſtanding all difi- F -c 
caltics, and diſcouragements into his Harveſt : It F 
- Is not every one that is fit to plack ſecure Sinners F q, 
ont” of the fire, and compel them to come unto" * 
the Feaſt, Judes Epiſtle 23. Luke 14. 23. It isGod 
the Father that muſt qualify for this noble and Pe 
hard work. v0 


2dly. The Son of God makes able Miniſters of |} : Pe 
the New Teſtament , Eph. 4. 11, 12. He gave {eq 
Gifts to Men, Apoſtles, Prophets , Evangelilts, F . z5, 


Paſtors and Teachers - Chriſt gave them i om 
| af 
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, Heaven, when he aſcended up on high, and poured 


down the Spirit from, on high, P/al. 68. 18. with 
Ja. 32.15. By the Holy Ghoſt he ftyrniſhed them 
with Light, Life, Zeal' for the diſcharge of their 
Office. | | > 


3dly. The Holy Ghoſt gives the inward call, 
and fits Men with Gifts and Graces for the ful- 
filing of their Miniſtry : The Holy Ghoſt is faid 


| j/ to make overſeers of the Church, As 20, 28. . 


| 


1, Oueſtion. Wherein doth this ability to be 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament conſiſt? What. 
is requiſite furniture to make Men 2ble Miniſters. 


Anſwer, 1. They muſt have the word of Know- 


; Jedge, and of Wiſdom, 2 Cor. 12.8. The word 
. 'of Knowledge is a $kill to open, explain and 


vindicate the great Principles of the Goſpel, the 
yery Foundations of our Holy Religion. And the 


' word of Wiſdom ſeems to ſignify an. ability, and 
dexterity to apply the word ſutable to the various 
- Conditions, and Exigences of Souls ; to divide and 


apply it aright, that every Hearer may have his 


; proper portion. 


2. This ability conſiſts much in Spiritual Ex- 


\ Perience of the Power of the Word on their own 
Souls, and Conſciences. When Miniſters them- 
frlves tafte that the Lord is gracious to them, 1 
»Pct. 2. 3. that he hath Reconciled them to him- 
#elf, 2 Cor. 5. 18. when they have been caſt down, 
and . raiſed up: When they have been wounded 

| 0d healed When they have taſted. the bitter- 
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neſs of Sin, and the ſweetneſs. of the Grace of 
Chriſt. -Paul, when Chriſt called him from Hea- _ 
ven, was three days blind, and did neither Eat | 
or Drink ; during this time Paul ſeems to be under 
great anguiſh and anxiety of mind, for his former | . 
Enmity to Chriſt, and Perſecuting of his Church; Þ _ 
at this time Saul did know the Terror of the |} 
Lord, how Terrible God would be to him if he | 
did not faithfuſly Preach the” Goſpel, and how | 
Terrible the Lord wovld be to others, if they , 
did not liſten to it, Embrace and Receive it. 


4 — 


3. This-ability conſiſts in love to Chriſt 3 the 
Love of Chriſt conſtrains us becauſe we thus judge, 
\ - that ifone dyed for all, then were all dead : The 
' _Apolſtle had a Spiritual mind, and did rightly 
judge of thipgs, that if Chriſt died for us all, then 
we were all Spiritually dead, elſe we needed noty 
that Chriſt ſhould die for us ; yea, if Chrit died 
for us all, then this was as effe&ual for our Re- 
demption and deliverance, as if we had all died, 
yea, we all died in him, and with him. O how 
ſhould this heighten affeQion to, and inflame Love |} 
towards Chriſt. How ſhould Minifters beſtir 
themſelves to gain Souls to Chriſt, that hath ſo 
much obliged them, | 


6 
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4. This ability conſiſts much in tender com- 
paſſions, and pitty to periſhing Souls. Chriſt a- F ;; 
wakens the pitty of his Diſciples when he bids Þ 5 
them to go to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 1/rat}, }| 
Matth. 10. 6. Feremiah ſaith, if the Jews would |} je 
not hear him, his Soul ſhould weep in, ſecret places, 
bis Eyes ſhould run down with Tears; 
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'$ Paul ſerved God with many Tears, and ceaſed not }. 


night and day to warn the Epheſzans with Tears, 


' Atts 20, 19, $1. He tells the Philippians with 
. with Tears, that there were ſome among them, 
' that were Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 18. 


And he wrote a Letter to the Corwthians with 
many Tears, 2 Cor. 2. 9. ' - 


5. This ability conſiſts in great Self-denial, 2 


' Cor. 12. 15.” I will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent. A 
for you, though the more abundantly I love you, the 
 teſs I be loved: T (if I am offered on the ſervice, 


and Sacrifice of your Fait#l therein rcjoyce, «TerbNpaau 


| If my blood he ponred out as a Drink-offering 
| to promote the Service, and Sacrifice of your 
Faith, ) do therein Rejoyce. There 1is_a 'great 
Meal of difference between Lamps and Stars ; 
Lamps muſt have Oil ro feed them, elſe they will 
go out; but faithful Miniſters are. compared to 
' Stars, Rev. 2. 1. Theſe will ſhine, though they 
\ have no ſupplies, or contributions from below. 
The World is very ungrateful ro Chriſts labori- 
| ous Servants, and afford them bur a ſlender, and 
. ſtarving Maintenance, yet they do not ceaſe to 
| Preach, and ſhine to the World. | 


- 6. This ability conliſcs in their being certain, 


and fully aſſured of the Doqrine they Preach : 


| They have known ſurely, that I came out from thee, 
"and they have believed that thou didſt ſend me, We 


believe, and are ſure, that thou art that Chriſt the Son 
of the Living God, Joha 6. 68, 69. Our Goſpe] 


. (ſaith Paul ) came to you in much aſſurance, as ye 
know whit manner of Men we were among you for- 
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your ſake: Paul did evidence by his fervent Preach- 
ing; and his importunate pleading with them, that | 


he was fully aſſured of the Truth, Excellency, and 
| Importance of the Goſpel. 


7. The ability of Miniſters conſiſts in their 
| boldneſs and courage to ſuffer, and Patience in 
| ſufferings, 1 Theſ. 2.2. Paul faith, after we bad 
| ſuffered before, and were ſhamefully entreated at Phi- 
| lippi, we were bold in our God to ſpeak unto you the 
Goſpel of God with much contention, The Rulers 
and Elders of the Fews ſaw the boldneſs of Petey 
and John ; was not this high courage, and ſtrong 


boldneſs that the Apoſtles ſhould divide the 


World, and take every own his ſhare of it, t6 
manure for God, to conquer for Chriſt, to build 


a Houſe, and Temple of God upon, 2 Cor. 10. 13,” 
4. 15. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of this meaſure, 


and werew % xv , the meaſure of the 


Rule, that God had divided vnto us; and that he 


did not ſtretch himſelf beyond his meaſure, 2 Cor, 
- TO, 14. and that he did not boaſt of things with- 
' © out or beyond his meaſure: This was ſtrange 
| bHoldnelfs, to'divide the World, and to ſeize and 
take every one his Lot and ſhare to ſubdue the 
Nations to God. And the Patience of the Apoſtles 
was invincible, in all their Tribulations they re- 
Joyced that they wer2 counted worthy to ſuffer 
ſhame for his name ſake, Ad&s 5. 41. Paul re- 
joyced if he was offered on the Service and Sacrifice 
of the Philippians Faith, Phil. 2. 17. Bonds and 
Affiidions did not move Paul, neither did he ac- 
count 'his life dear 'unto himſelf, that he might 


{finiſh his'covr 


— 
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e with Joy, and the Miniſtry _ ” + 
" DEEO e-l JR was $28 NE "Y 4 4 i It 


” _— ' 
. p — 
 B1.N 
— [ — RS _ Sa), a 


, 


| 


} , 


| Ju publickly from houſe to 


[ had. received of the Lord Jeſus to teſtify the Goſpel 


| ' look to themſelves, and to watch over their 


Tr, © 
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of the Grace of God, Ads 20. 24. 1 am ready not 
only to be bound, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, for the 
Name of the Lord Feſus, AQts 21. 13. Paul and 
others did'glory in Tribulations. 


8. Miniſters are able when they take care of 
themſelves and of their own Souls. Paul faith to 
; the Elders of Epheſus, take heed to your ſelves, and 
to the Flock of God, over which the Holy Ghoſt bath 
made you overſeers, AQs 20. 28. 


Goſpel-officers are ſaid not only to have eyes 
before, that is, to look to God, and behind to look 
after the Flock committed to them, Rev. 4. 6. but 
they are alſo {aid to haye- eyes within, Rev. 5. 8. 


own Souls. The Apoſtle Pau} was ſo circumſpeR, 

and exact that he could call God to Witneſs as to 

bis private ations, and the principles of them, 

and he could call men to Witneſs as to his publick 

AQtions and Converſation. God 15 witneſs, and ye 

alſo, how Holily, juſtly and unblameably we behaved 
bur ſelves among you that believe, x Thel. 2. 10. 


9. Miniſters ſhould be diligent, and laborious. 
Being affettionately defirous of you, we were willing 
to bave tmparted to you, not the Goſpel of God onely, 
'but alſo our own Souls, becauſe ye were dear to 'us, as 
you know; how we exhorted, and comforted , and 
charged every one of you (_as a Father: doth bis Chil= 
dren, ) 1 Theſ. 2.8. 7 kept back nothing that was 
Profitable to you, but have ſhewed.you, and bave taught 
bouſe by the ſpace of three ..: 


(ON hats 
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years I ceaſed not to warn every one nipht, and day |}. 
_ with Tears, AQts 20. 20. 31. 2 Tim.. 4. 2. Luk. - 
14+ 23. They ſhould be inſtant,. and preſling on. 
Souls in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, . and compel. 
gneſts to come into Chriſt feaſt, They ſhould 
labour.to bring Sacrifices to the Spiritual Temple, 
#ſa. 66. 25. And to preſent a beautiful Bride to 

the Son of God, 2 Cor. 11. 2. 1 Col. laſt. 


10. A door of Utterance - is requiſite .to make 7 * 
an Ahle Miniſter of the New. Teſtament. Paul. Þ 
deſires the Prayers of the Epheſtans, that Utterance 
might bezgiven. to him, that. he might open his 
Mouth boldly, to make known the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel : Again, he begs Prayers of the Coloſſians, 
that God would open to him a door of Utterance: - 
To ſpezk the Myſtery of Chriſt, Miniſters muſty. 
nor only be large Cilterns, to hold a great deal of WCh 
the Spiritual Waters of the SanQuary ; but alſo be W( 
fit Pipes to conveigh the Spiritual Waters unto 
others. 


Uſe of Exbortation. If God makes men able Mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament, we ſhould lift upF! 
our Eyes, and Soules to God, and earneſtly beg } 
him to fulfil his Promiſe to us, that he-will give 
Paſtors according to his own heart, to feed his] 
Flock with knowledge. and underſtanding; Jer. 3.fena 
15. Sve. to Chriſt to give Gifts from. Heaven , led 
ſuch as become a Glorifhed Saviour to beſtow, evenſthis 
Officers filled with the Gifts, and Graces of t falſe 
Holy Ghoſt. "'Scek for ſuch Afiniſters as ApolloBar 
_ -- Dog 22 En, Fire 
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l, "He was Inſtru&ed in the way of the Lord, 
465.18. 25. He was not Rude, Ignorant, or Un- ; 
| gilfull in -the VVord of Righteouſneſs ; ; but was 

Ewell Taught the way ig which God comes to us, 
© aid the way by which we are to come to God, and 
apy Communion with him. 


'2, He was Feryent in Spirit. It is this Eoly 
7] Fre, that muſt burn, and ſhed abroad the ſweer ſa- 
| FF jour of the Knowledge of God. And this is won- < 
> BW derful, thar Chriſt's 12nifters ſhould overcome, and 
WM Triumph, by ſpreading abroad the Sweet Savour 
> ofthe Knowledge of God , that they ſhould con- 
» | qer by a Perfume, 


#3. Apollos Taught diligently the Doatine of 
x [Chriſt ; he pleaded for God , and wooed for 
| Chriſt ; he was not flothfol, and negligent. How. 
earneſt is-the Sun in running of its Race ? How 
Ewift are the Stars in their daily motions, to give 
Light to the VVorld, even ſo ſhould Miniſter; He. 
li- F The: promoting of the Kingdom of God is mych 
pPpFearricd on by a skilful, able, and powerful 4ni- 
eg Bſiry, that is not only Light, 'but alſo Fire, ſach as , 
velwill be, not only Shining, but Burning. Lights, 
hiSÞ2- Cor. 4. 6. God muſt ſhine into their hearts, to 
3. enable them to give forth the Light of the Knom- 
n.,þledge of the Glory of God to others, Matth. 3 
& his will make Miniſters ſhining Lights : And i It. 54 
Falſo Requiſite, and Neceſſary, that, Chirift ſhould 
No Baptize his Officers with the Holy Ghoſt and with 
fire, and this will render them Burning Lights. 
þohey are the beſt INE: that Preach- what. tne! 
q | haye 
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have Taſted and Experienc'd. Chriſt, in the 7th. Þ 
of St. Joby, v. 38th, faith, He that believes on me, B; 
out of his belly ſhall flow Rivers of Living Waters; | |; 
This phraſe, our of his Belly, is to be obſerved, 
he that hath drank of Chriſt's Spiritual VVa- 
ters, cut of his Belly ſhall low Rivers of Living 
'VVaters ; that which hath ſatisfied and delight- 
ed him, ſhall flow out to the Refreſhment of 0+ 
4 thers. O how earneſt, and importunate , ſhould 
- Chriſtians be at the Throne of Grace, ' that God: 
would. furniſh the Church with a. skilful and aQ- 
ive miſtry, Aaron was to have Golden Bells, 
and Pomegranates on the Hem of his Garment 
round about, Exod. 28. 33, 24, 35. The Pome-. 
granates might point at the Sweet Savour of 
Chriſt's Death and Sacrifice. And this was to. ig 
be ſounded out by the Apoſrles Preaching , a 3 
| Golden Bells. Juſtin Martyr doth apply theſe” If jir 
| <Bells to the Apoſtles, and Goſpel A4niſters, in his: 
| * © Dialogue with Tryphis the Few. Theſe do depend 
| + on the Garment of Chriſt, as .High Prieſt of the 
- Church. They are, by Preaching, to ſound out Kt 
; the Sufferings, and Death of Chriſt, to the World.  Sty1 
Solomon made a Molten Sea, that contained a great 
« quantity of Water, and it was put .upon Twelve Wh 
\ -Oxen, three' of which looked to. each of the 
/ © "Quarters of the World : - And this Sea ſeems to. lp 
;  Foint ont the Blood of Chriſt, and its abundant I ie 
Merit ; and the Twelve Apoſtles, as ſo many Spl-; Ber 
| Titual Oxen, were to bare, and carry this Sea of 
-'Blpod into the ſeveral parts of the World, by the Fg ; 
Preaching 'of the Goſpel , that Soules might be Fthe 
waſhed 1n this Spiritual: Sea, the Great Trumpet; mnt 
*was to be blown, 7/a, 27. laſt, the Spiritual jouy i 
wa” | 5 ee. 
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Big was to be Proclaim'd, and, Who ſhould 46 
his bot the Miniſters of the Goſpel ; ? Chriſt was 
- So belifred up, Ia. 49. 22. ſa. 11. 10. Iſa. 53. 
» #1, 2 Cor. 2.14. as a Standard, and to ſtand, as 
- [nEnfign, to draw periſhing ſinners together ro 

; Wick Righteouſneſs, and Salvation in him. A Re- 

© Fort was to be made of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſweet Sa- 9 
” frour of his Knowledge was to be ſhed abroad ; 
F who are fit Spiritual Incenſe-Pans, or Veſſels 

Wo bear the Name of Chriſt before the World, 

- Siitthe Miniſters of the New Teſtament. Though 

» ih are but as little Children in the Eye of the 
UB World, becauſe of mean Quality, and Degree, as 
-. | t their outward State ; yet ſuch Little Children 
| full be enabled by the Power of God to Lead 
) B feds of thoſe that have been Lions, Tygers, and, 
-þ -\ but now become Tame, and Gentle Crea- 
* If fires, //a. 1.6, 7. They are to Reclaim Men from 
MN their Savage, Cruel, Barbarous. Nature, and Man- 
, [ners, and to Reduce them to the Meekneſs and 
Gatleneſs of Chriſt. They are to Hew Sinners: 
but of the Common Quarry they are in , 
- FtFiſh and draw them out of the Dead Sea, Ezek. 
Y. 10, 17. to cut them out of the Wild ' Olive, 
vt to be Burnt, but to be Grafted ; they are to 
at the Navel of Sinners , Ezek. 16. 4. and to ſfe- 
pate them from Old Adam. They are to beget 
Wien in Chriſt, 1 Cor. 4. 15. they are to'Ingraft 
\Wiſen into Chriſt, and to ” Efporſe them. to'Chriſt ;, 
Wir. x1. 2. They are to encourage the Deje&t- 
FF and. Diſconſolate; 1a this'ſetiſe the Breaſts'of 
| i Church are as'the:Cluſters of the Vine, they 
ain excellent Wine 'of Conſolation , Ila. 66. 

- Soules may” ſuck, and be-fatisfied wich the = 
E Ge, * Breaſts 4 
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Breaſts of her Conſolation, Cant. 7.8. They are ty 
ſtrengthen the weak hands, to confirm the Feehle 
Knees ; to ſay to them, that are of a fearful heart, 
be ſtrong, and fear not ,- 7/a. 35. 3,4. They are 
to Feed, Strengthen, and Nouriſh Soules, ' The Þ Wt 
Breaſts of the Church are as Towers, Cant, 8, 1g Þ J* 
The ſame Hebrew Word is uſed to fignifie a Pulpi, | be 
S119, Migdal. The Pulpits of Miniſters are the 
Churches Breaſts, whereby Sovules are Fed ani 
Nouriſhed. Not only their Lips, but their Souli 
muſt Preach. Therefore it is put in the Feminine 
© Gender, Cokeleth, Fecleſ. 1. 1. So Pſal, 68. 11, 
They that Publiſh: it, is alſo put in the Feminine 
Gender, to intimate, it is Souls that muſt Preach, 
There 1s need of a Mighty Power to. work in Mi- 
niſters, that they may Pray Fervently, Preach and : . 
Exhort Zcalouſly,. 1 Col, laſt. Have large . an bl 
capacious Soules, that may have room for all th 
concerns of the Church, and be ſuitably affeted 
with che Burdens, Temptations, Afictions, Soul- 
Troubles, and Diſtreſles of every particular ſy 
Chriſtian , to Watch over the Members of the 
Church, to care for them, to Inſtrut, Warn, Re-W 
prove, to degy themſelves, to ſpend, and. be ſpent 
for Chriſt: O what a Preſence, Aſliſcance, and 
Powerful Influence of the Spirit doth this Re-if- 
quire ; to fit, and enable Miniſcers for the fullÞ 
' Diſcharge of 'their Office - O therefore wreſtle” 
with God, cry mightily to him, to Raiſe np ſuch 
Able Miniſters cf the New Teftament, that may: 
be filled with the Spirit, -and- Preach in the 
Demonſtration of the Spirit,'and of Power, 1 Cor. 
2.4. And be earneſt to reſcue Souls from the 


Power of Darkneſs, and to Tranſlate them into, 
| 7D | cog. 


"the Kingdom of God's dear Son. That they 
way be Pens in the Hand of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3, 3. 
fo Write the Dodrine of the Goſpel in the 
-Mindes and Hearts of Men, that their Mouthes 
-may be a Sword in the hand of the Spirit , to 
wound the Old Man to Death, Ephef/. 6. 17, 
Fer. 23: 29, And that the Word they Preach, may 
be -a Hammer in the Hand of the Spirit, to 
E break the Rocky Hearts of Men in Pieces 5 and 
a3 a Fire to burn up the Droſs of Men, and in- 
fame their Soules with Love to, and Zeal for 


God. 
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BOOKS Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt, : 
at the Bible and Three-Crowns in» Cheap- 
ſide, near Mercers-Chapel. 


F [ 1H E Fountain of Life opened, or a Difply 
of Chriſt in his Eſſential and Mediatord 
Glory ; containing Forty two Sermons on various 
- Texts. Wherein the Impetration of our Redemp- | 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt is orderly unfolded, as it was | © 
begun, carried on, and finiſhed by his Covenant 0 
Tranſaction, myſterious Incarnation, ſolemn Call F: 
. and Dedication, bleſſed Offices, deep Abaſement N-* 
and Supereminent Advancement. 4 
A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man, wherein the Þ: 
Divine Original, excellent and immortal Nature 
of the Soul are opened 3 1ts Love and Inclination 
to the Body, with the neceſſity of its Separation " 
from it, conſidered and improved. The Exiſtence, |: 
Operations and States of ſeparated Souls both in 
Heaven and Hell immediately after Death, a RN 
ed, diſcuſſed , and variouſly applied. DivenW- 
- knotty and difficult Queſtions about departed SoulsF* 
both Philoſophical and Theological, ſtated and de- 
termined, Fﬀ 
The Method of Grace in bringing home the E-*” 
terrial Redemption, contrived by the Father, and. 
accompliſhed by the Son, through the EffeQuali* 
Application of the Spirit unto God's EleQ, being} 
the ſecond Part of Goſpel Redemption. - H 


Thiel 


'F The Divine Condu@ or Myſtery of Providence, 
= its Being and Efficacy aſſerted and vindicated ; alk 
| the Methods of Providence in our courſe of Life 
| opened, with DireCtions' how to apply and im- 
3 prove them. | 

| Navigation ſpiritualiz'd, or a New Compaſs for 
Seamen, conſiſting of Thirty Two Points of plea- 
\ fant Obſervations, profitable Applications, ſeri- 
ous Refletions, all concluded with ſo many ſpi- 
FituahPoems, &'c, - PET fs 
7 A Saint indeed, the great Work-of a Chri- 


"A Touchſtone of Sincerity, or Signs of Grace, 


y ad Symptoms of Hypocriſie, being the ſecond Part 
nr | of the Saint indeed. 

a1 |; 4 Token for Mourners, or Boundaries for Sor- 
at $79 for the Death of Friends. 


\ 7 Husbandry ſpiritualiz'd ; or the Heavenly uſe 
K a Things. All theſe Nine by Mr. John 
ell | 

- Sermons and Diſcourſes on ſeveral Divine Sub- 
ſeas 3 by the late Reverend and Learned David 
Clarkſon, B. D. and ſometime Fellow of Clare-Zall, 
in | <4mbridge. Folio. 

SK. Of Thoughtfulneſs for the Morrow. With an 
Appendix concerning the immoderate Delire of 
wreknowing- Things to come. | 

Of Charity in reference to other Mens ins. 

| A Sermon dire&ing what we are to do after 
[4tri&t Enquiry whether or no we truly Love God. 
A calm and ſober Enquiry concerning the Poſli- 
ity of a Trinity in the Godhead. 


A 


A Sermon preach'd on the late Day of Thank 
giving, Decemb. 2. 1697. To which is perfix 
Dr. Bates's Congratulatory Speech! to the Ki 
All theſe Eleven by Mr. John Howe. 

The Good of Early Obedience , or the At 
vantage of bearing the Yoke of Chriſt betime 
OtFavo. 

The Almoſt Chriſtian, or the falſe Profeſſ; 
Tried and Caſt. Duodecimo. | 

Spiritual Wiſdom improved againſt Tensþtat 
on. Duodecimo. 

The Viſion of the Wheels ſeen by the Prophi 
- Exechiel, Ouarto. 

A Sermon of Unity, or Two Sticks made on 
Quarto, All Five by Matth,, Mead, Paſtor of 
Church of Chriſt at Stepney. 

Diſcourſes upon the Rich Man and Lazaru 
Ofttavo. | 

Three laſt Sermons of Mr. Cruſo; To which 
added a Sermon on Noverrb. 5, 1697. Od, 
Both by Tim. Cruſo, M. A. 

His Funeral Sermon, preach'd by 1atth. Mea 

uarto. 

— The Life and Death of Mr. Philip Henry, Min 
ſter of the Goſpel at Whitchurch, in Shortſhire, wh 
died June 24. 1696 Recommended by Dr. Bates. 

David jones's Sermon in Ember-Week, preache 
before the Univerſity of Oxford. 

. The Qualifications requiſite, towards the R« 

ceiving, a Divine Revelation. A Sermon preacl 
e4 in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul. Janua 
the 2d. 1699. Being the Firſt, for this Year, \ 
the PER, Founded by the Honourable Robe 
Boyle, £\q; 'By Samuel Bradford, M. A. Rector 
St. ary le Bow, 


